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Ezecutive Summary

Bioaccumulated toxic contaminants, such as selenium, in water and sediment can impeir
ecosystem fimction in the San Joaquin River, the Deilta, and the San Francisco Bay ecosystems.
Westside San Jeaquin wibutaries, primarly the Panoche/Silver Creck Watershed (PSCW), are known
0 cotvey substantial amounts of contaminants, including selenium, sediment, and salts to the these
ecogystems, ’

The Westside Resource Conservation District (WRCD) and the Panoche/Silver Creck

" Coordiriated Resource Management and  Planning Group (CRMP) recognive that better upper
watershed managerment can improve habitat and water quality downstream and while yielding other
secondary benefits as well. The following proposed project will build upon the successfully
completed PSCW Assessmer. This proposed project will be implemented through the CRMP
process an will involve integrating information developed in the proposed project with information
from other recent and concurrent projects. This integration of information will evolve the
Panache/Sitver Creek Coardinzted Resource Management Plan into a blueprint for imp) ion
of adaptive in the hed

Project activitios will include continued coordination of CRMP member agencies, private
ifterests, and watershed landowners. The project will involve detailed technical evaluation of BMPs
reconinended in the PSCW A for the of erosion and reduction of the sediment
and contaminant load delivered from the upper watershed during high flow events. BMPs will be
evaluated for cost, feasibility, siting, and effectivencss, Conceptual designs will be developed and
selected BMPs will be installed at test sites throughout the upper watershed. Some BMPs will not
be tested in the field, such as upper watershed flow retention structures; however, engineeting
evaiuations through model simulations will be performed to investigate their feasibility and
effectiveness.

Tmtegral to this project, is the three-year monitoring program which will be developed to assess
the effectiveness of field-tested BMPs for achieving the goals of reducing sediment and contaminant
Joads leaving the watershed whils measuring indicators of secondary ecological bengfits ag well. The
menitoring portien of the project will devetail with a project proposed by the Lawrence Berkeley
Laboratory regarding real-time torecasting of contammant loading from the PSCW to the San Joaquin
River. The project will include a detailed evaluation of monitoring data.

The results of BMP testing will be integrated with the results of other recent and concurrent

- projects, including the Boreau of Reclamation's Panoche Creek Corridor projeet, the Bureau of Land
Management’s Panoche Creek Non-native plant mamagerment program, and the CRMP's coordination
with the California Department 'of Fish and Game and landowners to develop a creek: maintenance
permit on Panoche Creck from the 1.5 bridge ad Belmom Avemme, - The CRMP will usg this
compiled information te develop a Watershed “Action Plan” for the established Coordimated
Resource and Management Plan that will provide working, flexible guidance and Lnnceptual designs
to plaa and implement future watershed management actions.

Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1995
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Project Description

The Westside Resource Conservation District (WRCD) and the Panoche/Silver Creek
Coordmated Resource Management and Planning Group (CRMP) have developed the following
proposad project to build tpon the successfully completed Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed (PSCW)
Assessment. The WRCD is requesting $848,000 in CALFED ecosystem restoration funding, ever
a three-year period, to evaluate recor ded Best M ment Practices (BMPs), implement
sekected BMPs on feasible test sites throughout the upper watershed, and earefittly monitor the test
Sltﬁ and the watershed at large to dctemum the effectiveness of BMPs for reducing loads of

lenium, and other Jivered from the PSCW during high flow events. We
will implerrent this project through the CRMP process, and will use the information cellected duting
this and other recent and ¢oncurrent projects to develop the Action Plan component of the
Panache/Silver Creek (P/SC) Coordinated Resource Management Plan, The six tasks which
comprise the proposed work ar¢ summarized below. Task I, project management, will occuy
throughout the duration of the project, and Tasks 2 through 6 will generalty be initinted sequentially,
with the start of a Iater task contingent et fimding and adequate progress on the preceding task(s).

TASK 1: Project Management - Qverall project management will be the responsibility of the
CRMP coordinaior, Nettie Drake, with direction from the manager of the Westside RCD, Morris
Martin, and the CRMP steering committee. Technical aspects of the project will be managed under
contract by McCulley, Frick & Gilman, Inc (MFG). This task will be required continuously for the
three-year duration of the project. The CRMP coordinator will continue 1o impiement actions to
involve stakehoklers (including public agencies, private entities, and the gencral public with interests
in the watershed) in regular CRMP meetings. Continued coordination by the CRMP will encourage
a maximum integration of the multiple projecis being conducted in the watershed. The CRMP
coordinator, with technical assistance from member agencies and MFG will conduct public education
workshops to promeote understanding of linkages between land use, ecosystern function, and
beneficial uses. These programs will relay the findings of the technical work being conducted in the
wakershed to the peoplke living and working in the watershed, who will be most integral in the siccess
of long-term BMP implementation. These education programs will coincide with epportimnities for
community involvemert in BMP test plot implementation and monitoring aspects of this project. The
CRMP cootdinator, with the techmical assistance of member agencies and MFG, will prepare
Quarierly Reports and one annual Project Presentanon to CALFED along with a similar project
presentation to at least one regional d ent conf to gromote watershed
stewardship ir the San Joaquin Valley.

TASK 2: Prograsm Startup - Under the divection of the CRMP - Technical Advisory Commitiee
(TAC), MFG will be responsible for initial startup work which will include: data review and
compilation; development of land ownership, land use, and watershed characterization maps in
Geographic Information System (GTS) coverage; and additional analyses of the major sediment and

Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
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selenium source areas. The following activities are anticipated for this task; (1) review of lower
watershed sediment and selenfum source management evaluation conducted by the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR) in late 1998, (2} review of USGS selenium concentration data for Paneche Creek
from the I-5 gaging station; (3) review of seleniurn souree characterization information developed for
the PSCW and swrrounding areas; {4) compilation of land ownership and land use information for the
PSCW and develupmem of GIS coverages; (5) documentation of previously attempted watershed
jnpro: ation proj and (6) & d additional charactetization of sediment and
potential se]emum sOuEces in crmcal areas which were only preliminarily identified in the PSCW
Assessment work, This task will be completed in the first three months of the project.

TASK 3: BMP Setup - MFG will conduct detailed BMP evaluation which will include actual
field test implementation of mnstalled BMPs. The 1998 PSCW Assessment identified several potential
BMP apphcaunns mcludmg the following: establishment of upland native vegetation, riparian area

Jication, fencing exclusions, contouring, road improvement, re-evaluation
of reqmred dry mulch (RDM} level, rotational grazing, stewardship allotments, managed riparian
pastures, small flow retention structures, and embankment stability enhancements. Preliminary
modeting related to the 1998 Assessment indicated that selected BMPs could reduce upland sediment
contributions to stream chatnels-and/or reduce peak flood fiows in Panoche Creck {MFG/WLA,
1998). The abjective for this portion of the projest is to define the potential BMPs in a manner
sufficient to facilitate Euplernentation for watershed resoutes managers, incleding agency personnel
and landowners. Desetiptions will be brought forward from the PSCW Assessment Final Report, and
conceptual designs developed for each BMP based on work done in other watersheds by landowners
or the NRCS, as well as standard engincering practices for design and implementation of the BMPs.

Test areas for ficld evajuation of BMPs will be selected based on lend ownership, fand use, and
watershed characterization maps developed in GIS. Concurrence with landowmers will be required
prior to preliminary site data collection and planning for instellation. Local landowner support has
been demanstrated for this phase of work. Existing sites where revegetation, fencing, of tamarisk
cradication have been inmplemented already will be utilized and, as possible, test areas will be iocated
where accessibility is not limited. Several strategic locations for embankment stability enhancemenis
will be identified and limited instatiations (for short stream reaches) made to provide data on
durability and performance 1o reduce embankment scotw during flood events, Selection of sites for
testing embankmerri stability will be carefully made to minimize any potential for exacerbation of
existing erosion potential in downstream areas as the result of the enhancements which would be
installed. Specific polentlal technologies for these enhancements could inchude: vegetation
establisk turf reinfi mats {TRMs), and localized bank armoring with rock or
manufaciured peg-grid materials.

Small detention structures will not be constructed as test BMPs. Instead, results fiom previous
studies on potential structare sites conducted by the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) will be used to identify specific sites based ‘on topography, accessibility, landowner interest,
permitting requirements, and genetal environmental effects. Other pertinent information needed for
site selection will be Kentified in the description and conceptnal design activity of this task.

Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1992
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Computer model simulations will be performed instead of field testing to evahiate the relaive
effectivencss of potential detention structure sites for the reduction of peak flow rates (and sediment
delivery) in downstrearn areas.

Installation of BMPs will imvolve CRMP landowmer and stakcholder participation.  Upland -

ion, riparian jon, tamarisk eradication, fencing exclusion, and embankment stability
enhancement field test installations will be implemented through 2 coordinated effort by local
landowners, BLM staff, independent contracrors, NRCS persannel, and MFG staff Plant and erosion
comrol materinls will be obtained locally, as possible, and will be instatied nsing procedures similar
to those required for fill-scale implementation of the BMPs. Evaluation of potential small defention
dam sites will be done by MFG and NRCS engineers.

TASK 4: Monltoring & Task 5: Data Evaluation - Monitoring and evaluation of monitoring
data will be the key to assesding the effects of BMP test site implementation and thus will be iniegral
to the success of this project. A description of Tasks 4 and 5 monitering and evaluation aetivities is
ineluded in the Monitoring section of this proposal.

TASK 6: Managensest and Action Plan Development - The “Action Plan” for the PSCW will
evolve out of the current CRMP plan, the proposed project activities, and concurren projects. This
docurment will be the final product and will serve as the final report for the proposed project, The
plan will be developed by MFG and the CRMP-TAC in the sccond and third years of the project. The
overall ohjective of this Action Plan will be to provide a working, flexible guidance and conceptual

design document for the plarming of future watershed actions for rnoff management and sediment

and selenium scurce conmirol. The Action Plan will include the following commponents: 1)
characterization of sediment source areas and selenivim-sourcs features, including data management
and presentation in GIS; 2) BMP descriptions and conceptual designs, including potential sites for
small detention structures; 3} results from BMP testing and evahuation, including potentially limiting
factors which shoukd be considered in large-scale implementation if selected; 4) field- and watershed-
seale effects from various BMP implementation scenarios, based on field data and medel stulations;
5) cost estimates for the BMPs; and 6) recommended locations for BMP implementation. On-going
work, including tamarisk inventory and eradication (BLM and CSU-Fresno) and the downstream
flood flow corridor and selenium management project {BOR), will be incorporated into the FSCW
“Action Plan”. Maps developed for this project will be presented in hard copy and will also be
available in digitized format (GIS) to facilitate the Action Plan’s use as a tool for planning future
watershed improvement activities.

soatio Bo ez of the -t
The Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed (PSCW) is Jocated m Fresno and San Benito counties. It
includes appreximately 300 square miles of the Coast Range and the Western San Joaguin Valiey.
A USGS 1:250,000 scals map of the watershed is attached to this proposal

Panoche/Silvet Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
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Ecological/Biclogical Benefits

The primary ecological/biniogical ohjective of this proposed project is to improve habitat for

waterfowl and aquatic organisms by improving water quality in the San Joaguin River, delta, and bay
ecosystems. Improvernent in watershed stewardship and management of the PSCW can improve
water quality and thus Improve habitat for CALFED priority species in the San Joaquin River system
and the Delta (CALFED, 1999).

High selenium concentrations in water and sediment impair eoosystem function in the Sen Joaquin
River, the Delta, and the San Francisco Bay ecosystems. While sclenium is & necessary trace nuttient,
it can be highly 1oxic to aquatic life at relatively low icns. It has been d d that
selenium will bioaccumulate in aguatic food webs mdicating that dictary exposure to selenium is &
significant exposare pathway. The toxie effects of selenium are well documented in birds. Nesting
failure and selenium related birth defects in waterfowl at the Kesterson Reservoir in the 1980s
highlighted the need 1o address this contaminant i the Lower San Joaquin Watershed. In order te
protect wetland uses the site specific eriteria for water delivery channels i the Grasslands area is 2
ug/l Evidence also exists that seienium can have deleterious effects to aquatic arganisms of concers,
including anadromous and resident fish. “Ounly 3.2 ug/g selenium in the diet was sufficient to
adversely affect early life stages of chinook salmon under controlled conditions. Saimonids are very
sensitive to selenium pollution.” (CALFED, Water Quality Program Plan Januacy 1999).

Westside San Joaquin Tritastarics, primarily Panoche and Silver Creeks; are known to convey
substantial amounts of contaminants including seknium, sediment, and saks to the San Joaquin River,
the Delta and the Bay. The Panoche/Sitver Creek Watershed is considered to be the principal source
of seleniurn to surface waters in the Grasslands area and the San Joaguin River, )

Implementation of a hypothetical revegetation BMP scenatio in Lower Silver Creek was modeled
and the results showed the predicted sediment yield from the watershed would be reduced by such
a project (MFG/WLA, 1998), While this model did not account fully for. streambank erosion, the
results indicated that upland erosion contributions to the sediment load could be significantly reduced
with implementation of certain BMPs. Other suggested BMP scenarios were preliminarily modeled,
imcluding the placement of seven small flow reduction {detention) structures in sub-basins of the
upper watershed. Model results showed that such a seenario could reduce the peak flood flow in the
Tower watershed by 23 percent during a major storm (MFG/WLA, 1998). This proposed project will
determine the effectiveness of-several BMP scenarios for reducing flow and contaminant loading by
testing them on the ground and through intensive model simulations. 1t is expected that monitoring
will show that BMP implementation in the upper PSCW will reduce storm flows, reduce sediment
yield, and thus reduce contaminant loading to downstream ecosystems.

Implementation of the proposed BMP field test evaluation project within the framework of the
continvously evolving P/SC Coordinated Resource Managernent Plan ensures that it will follow-the
framework of adaptive managememt. Conducting this project through the CRMP involves
coordination with other concurrent projects in the watershed. The CRMP’s metind of operating is

an excellent example of an ecosystem-based approach, in that watershed-scale issues are addressed

“PanochelSilver Creck Walershed Management and Action Pian
CALFED Application, April [999
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and natural resounce management decisions made that fully consider nmitiple beneficial uses ncluding
gcosystem health, water quality, flood control, and economic/agricuitural productivity, Demonstrated
commitrment to the CRMP from rumerous Jocal, state and federal agencies, private interests, and the
general public combined with project funding to strengthen CRMP involvement ensures the durability
of the benefiis that BMP testing can provide. The CRMP continuously seeks mnd receives funding
from multiple sources enabling it to build upon its ongoing accomplislhuments. The CRMP alse
provides a path for mnformation and support to bhe digseminated to public and private resource
managers in the watershed so that management goals can be coordinated ang ¢ffectively achieved.

Expected improvement of water quality and subsequernt improvement of habitat to CALFED
priority species is the primary ecological benefit of this project. Secondary benefits include the
improvement of native riparian and native upland habitat and the control of non-native invasive
species, such as tamurisk, in the PSCW.

Owver the past four years the CRMP has been taking steps to improve watershed management in
the PSCW through the development and implementation of a Coordinated Resource Management
Plan (CRMP, 1996). The CRMP recognizes the finkage between erosion in the PSCW and
sediment/contarninant loading in the San Joaquin River-Delta/Bay systems and has made managing
the upper watershed to reduce flows and contaminamt loading one of its primary objectives. The
CRMP has taken steps to achieve this objective mncluding securing funding for and implememing a
watershed assessment to identify sedimem source areas and to identify possible BMPs.

The CRMP recognizes the need and opporiunity to link efforts throughout the watershed to
achieve more effective resource rmnagement. The CRMP proposes to coordinate this project with
ongoing work by the BOR to manage flooding and selenium in lower Panoche Creek. The CRMP
also has included specific budget items to integrate a project proposed by the Lawrence Berkeley
National Laboratory (LBNL) in order to effectively monitor and evaluate the performance of BMPs
for watershed-scale reduction in flows and contaminant loads. This project will 5ok to future ERP
actions and goals in the following ways: reduce the concentrations and loadings of contaminants in
ali aquatic environments in the CALFED region (Strategic Plan Goal 6, Objective 1'), page 506;
develop regional plans o reduce the effects of nen-point source contaminants (Strategic Plan Goal
6, Otjective 2'} page 506; Teduce contaminants loads in harvested organisms (Sirategic Plan Goal
6, Ojective 3%), page 507; halt the introduetion of invasive aquatic and terrestrial plants into Central
Califmnin (Strategic Plan Goal 3, Objective 6'), page 478: develop focused controd efforts on those
imtroduced species where comrol is most feasible and of greatest benefit (Strategic Plan Goal 5,
Objective 9%, page 478 (CALFED, 1%99).

This project would provide system-wide ecological benefits by reducing contaminant loading in
downstream flows. Reduction of these loads would reduce the bioavailability of contaminants sach
as selenium 10 the entire food chain in the San Joaquin River, delta, and bay ecosysteras, This project

Panoche/Sitver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
9

Il —017009

|-017009



would be synergistic with any project that benefits from improved water quatity in the Bay/Delia
system including most fish and habitat restoration projects. This project demonstrates excellent
synergy with the proposad LBNL westside trilutary contaminant load foreasting project and the
kewer Panoche Creek flood control and comaminant management corridor project. ’

Non-ecological bepefits include improvement in productivity of land in the upper watershed due
to reduced erosion. The economic and social benefits of reduced flooding and sedimentation damage
to agricultural land, water conveyance structires, and urban arcas in the lower watershed will be
substantial. Impravements to water quality will yield non-¢cological benefits to all downsiream
beneficial water uses. This project addresses issues and poals established in the Water Quality
Program Plan and the Watershed Program Plan (CALFED, 1999). This project addresses directly
the reduction of selenivim to the San Joaquin River system and ultimately the Buy-Delta, and will be
completed as the result of efforts of a local watershed working group, as defined by the Watershed
Work Plan objectives.

Third party benefactors of this project include landowners on'the alluvial fan of Panoche Creek,
the residents of Mendota, the Grasslands drainage area, water users downstream of Panoche Creek,
local water districts, and the fish and wildlife downsiream of Panoche Creek. All of these parties are
affected by flooding, sedimentation, and seleniuen loading ftom Panoche Creek.

Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
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Technical Fensibility and Timing

[n addition 1o upper watershed management there are several other alternatives for reducing
seknivin loads to the ecosystem including drainage treatmemnt, phytoremediation, scleninm marketing,
tradable loads, land retirement, drai reuse, mtegrated on-farm drai manag , and others.
The CRMP recognizes the importance of all of these methods in addressing this complex problem,
and believes that some combination of remedies will offer the most viable solutfon. There is currently
a grand opporsusity for linking the proposed upper watershed at project in the PSCW with
other concurrent projects. The proposed project dove-tails symergistically with the LBNL project
which will provide real-time forecasting related to contaminant loading te water managers in the San
Joaquin Vafley. Coordination of the BMP test site mongtoring with other projects in the watershed

-is a key element to this project. The BOR, a key member of the CRMF, is currently evaluating a
multi-objective Panoche Creck Corridor project in the lower watcrshed to address flooding and
contarninant loading issues. That project and upper watershed management clearly go hand in hand,
and coordination of these elements through the CRMP as part of this project is an exeelfent
opportunity to manage natural resources on a watershed scale.

As with any natura! resource management project in California, potential limitations to this
propesed project will oceur in the event of successive drought vears during the project duration. Te
address this contingency, field information will be collected for input inte model simulations of
various BMP test conditions to evaluate the effectivensss of the BMPs for the range of applications
expected in the PSCW. The proposed budget for storm-event sampling and analysis will not be used
if drought occurs. There will be a subsequent decrease in budget needs for other paris of the
proposed work if drought occurs, However, we will still obtain information which is usable for
evolving the P/SC Coordinated Resource Management Plan.

The proper NEPA, CEQA review as well as other permits will be obtained as necessary for the
projects, Currently, the CRMP is developing and completing a siream channe] roaintenance permit
through the California Department of Fish and Game for the pottion of Panoche Creek from the
Interstate-5 bridge downstream to Belmont Avenuse,

The nature of the process for resolving other outstanding implernentation issues will be addressed
and resolved by the CRMP process. The CRMP has and will continue Lo seek furxiing for projects
from any additional sources available, Also, the CRMP continually works to develop relationships
with the landowners, agencies, legislators, and foundations to develop all necessary and needed
cooperation and funding to complete implementation of projeets.

Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
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nito fecti I

ol . L
The primary ecological/biological objective of this proposed project is to improve habitar for
waterfowl and aquatic organisms by improving water quality in the San Joaquin River, deka, and bay
ecosystems, Improvement in watershed stewardship and management of the PSCW can improve
water quality and, thus, improve habitat for CALFED priority species in the San Joaguin River system

" and the Delta (CALFED, 199%), The purpose of the monitoring componeni ‘of this project is to-

. determine whether various measures are successful in meeting this objective. An adaptive
management approach will be used throughout the project to incorporate mernitering resulty info the
desiym of firture projects.

Pro]ecl nmmlonng w1l| be cmduc'led using the best availabk mumtomg cqmpmem and methods.
Citizen moniloring will be used whenever possible, with training and supervision being provided by

MFG and CRMP member agencics. BMP monitoring will be coordmated witk other monitoring .

activities in the watershed. The CRMP structure is ideal for this type of gooperation and

coordination. Specific monitoring paramysters are inchaded i Table 1. Monitoring data will be made

available to the LBNL for their real-time forecasting {preposed CALFED) project.
Monitoring is a critical slement of this preposed project. The following monitoring parameters
will provide information to be used to evaluate the effectiveness of implemented BMPs at test sites:

real-time precipitation, stream gaging/flow, and soil meisture (if available from locations potentially -

developed by LBNL persomel); storm-gvent sampling; annual stream channel ¢ross-section surveys;
vegetation/ground cover measurements; grazing use and intensity; soil movement and crosion
estimation/measurement; and integrity, durability, and performance of BMP strucryses.

" .

Monitoring data will be collected and evahiated over a three-year period to determming the
feasibility of tested BMPs for application to the PSCW and various sub-basins within the PSCW.
Data will be evaluted 1o assess the performance of tested BMPs, both on & field scale and as effects
are-observed on the watershed scale. Evaluation activities will include: reviewing the performance

of BMPs for unoff reduction and erosion-control; development and caiibration of a watérshed BMP-

made] for assessing the potentinl effects of BMP implementation on downstream (San Joaquin River)
water quality; characterization of watershed hydrology and selenium movement during runoff events;
additionnl characterization: of depositional, scour, redistribution, and bank instability areas; and
development of fisld BMP model to evaiuate performance of applicable BMPs over the long term.
Peer review for the data evaluation process will involve the CRMP member agencies and landowners,
the LBNL, and MFG.

Panoche/Sitver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
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Local Invelvement

The locai invotverent in this project is extensive. The Fremno and San: Benito County Supervisors
have been contacted about this proposed project and all are in support of addressing the continual
contamination and flooding problems (see Attachment A for a copy of the letter sent informing thern
of the project). The Fresno and San Benito County Public Works Departments, the Agriculture

- Commissioners, the local Burean of Land Management and Natural Resources Conservation Services
offices in San Benito County, the Jocal Department of Water Resources, Natural R
Conservation Service, Bureau of Reclamation, and CalTrans in Fresno.County have been notified of
the project and all have offered to assist where possivle to facilitate conducting the project.
Additianally, the ¢ity of Mendota has been contacted of the project and are in support of the project.

The landowners it the npper and Jower watershed are in high support of this project because they
understard that they will continue to lose productivity and income if nothing'is done to prevent the
flood events and contamination 1o the alluvial fan. The Westlands Water District, Broadview Water
Dristrict, Firebaugh Canal Water District, and the Silver Creek Drainage have all been contagted and
greatly support this project. i

Tt is planned to comtinue the following public information activities: meilings to the individual -

landowners and organizations informing them of the progress of the project; landowner meetings in
both the upper and lower watershed: and monthly progress reports at the CRMP meetings. Progress
of'the. project will also be announced through the following media: the quarterly newsletter sent ot
by the CRMP; the newsletier sent out by Westlands Water District; and written notification to the
Fresno and Sen Benito Cournties Cooperative Extension offices.  Additionally several outreach
workshops will be planned to coordinate educational activities with volunteer restoration and
MONtoTing activities, .

Panothe/ilver Creek Watershied Managoment and Actien Plan
CALFED Application, April 1599
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Cost

The budget for the proposed project is outlingd in Tables 2 and 3, and the three-year schedule is
summuarized in Table 4. Budget and schedule items are delineated by task accerding to the narrative
provided in the project description. Budgets for the first, second, and third years are $400,000,
$216,000, and $232,000, respectively, for a total proposed project budget of $848,000.

Cost-Sharing

. The CRMP has been operating since its inception in 1939 with funding from its member agencies
and commpetitive granis, The CRMP utilizes its funding to suppori projects that address the
Objectives of the Coordinated Resource and Management Plan.

The CRMP received a grant from the California State Water Resources Contrel Board (SWRCB}
ins the amount of $96,500 to implement the PSCW Assessment, The BOR has provided $72,000 to
the CRMP cver the past two years, and has agreed to provide additional flmding for upcoming
projects. The US-EPA has provided approximately $45,000 to the CRMP to date, and continued
funding for CRMP coordination and small projects is pending. The NRCS has contributed $25,000
to the CRMP and has agreed to provide technical in-kind services related to soils, vegetation, hiology,
monitoring, and engineering. The BLM has agreed to provide in-kind technical services related te
itvasive species management BMPs and GIS. The California Department of Water Resources
(DWR) has provided staff for the development of documentation and fiekd data collection. This
agency has agreed to provide techmical assistance related to hydrology. The Firebaugh Canal Water
District and the Silver Creek Drainage District have provided funding for small projects in the past,
and have agreed to provide heavy equipment and operaters for the proposed project. The Westside
RCD has contribited money to the CRMP to develop documentation and to prepare funding
applications. The Westside RCD has administered all of the money the CRMP has received, with the
exception of one grart administered by the City of Mendota.

Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
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Applicant Qualifications

The Panoche/Silver Creek CRMP has access to considerable talent and resources in the form. of
its many member agencies and individuals. The CRMP has chosen to continue its relationship with
MFG, the consulting firm which completed the recent PSCW Assessment, due to their experience in
the watershed and qualifications to conduct the proposed BMP testing and Action Plan development.
This project’s utilization of reseurces at LBNL will add considerabie value to the project by Enking
achievernents in the upper watershed to cological improvements downstream. Brief descriptions of
the experiences of ey project persomnel follows,

Morris A. Martin retired after 32 years with the Soil Conservation Service as the Area
Conservationist for the San Joaquin Valley and Eastern California. He has been manager of the
WRCD for ¢ years and has administered more than 11 state and federal grants totaling $882,481.
He comes to the project with extensive knowledge concerning the historical events in the
Panoche/Silver Creek watershed and the San Joaquin Valley. He is a Certified Professional in
Erosion and Sediment Control (CPESC), from the Seil and Water Conservation Society and
International Brosion Control Association.

Nettie R. Drake, has heen the full-time coordiator for the Panoche/Silver Creek CRMP for the
past three and half years. During this time, the CRMP has: (1) completed a set of By-laws; (2)
established goals for a Plan of Work; (3) obtained a 205(j) grant for the sedimentation study (PSCW
Assessment project) completed in November 1998; (4) obtained four grants for the contimous
support of a full-time coordinator; (5} initiated on-the-ground projects with landowners for erosion
and sediment control programs; (6) developed three Clinic projects through the Chalifornia State
University, Presna, School of Agricultural Sciences and Technelogy: (7) obtained funding for the
consiruction and aperation: for the last two years of a gaging station on Panoche Creek at the
Interstate-5 bridge; and (8} mainiained a positive public image and support from local, state, and
federal agencies and legislators.

Charles F. McCullough, the Chainman of the Panoche/Silver Creck CRMP and a rancher in the
upper watershed, has a certificate in Agricultural Enginecring, He has lived in the watershed for over
forty years, has raised sheep and cattle on the rangeland and farmed in the Panoche Vailey. He was
elecied to a two-year term on the BLM Grazing Advisery Board for the Hollister Resources Arca,
and three years on the Bakersfield District Advisory Commities encompassing a 35-county area. He
has been a member of the CRMP from its inception and has served as chairman for the past two
vears. He is a mamber of the San Benito County Land Conservation Committes, and has served 18
years on the San Benito County Fish and Game Commission. He has been extensively involved in
the managentent protocol of the public lands and on private property.

Fred Charles, Ph.D. is a Senior Engineer with MPG. He was the lead investigator and overadl
project manager for the Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Assessment (1998) and is intimately familiar
with the watershed. He has over nine years of professional experience in envirommental consulting
related to upland, riparian, and wetland vegetation establishment and habitat restoration; sediment
control BMP evaluation and design; hydrology; stormmwater bydraulics and control; and soil quality
assessment. Dr. Charles has developed and successfully implemented plans for site remediation,

Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999
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sediment control, and establishment of vegetation in disturbed areas, and he pmﬁciently modeks

hydrologic, hydraulie, and non-point souree processes through the use of existing models or by -

developing computer code to simulate specific unique situations. His Ph.D. research in Agricultutal
ang] Bivlogical Engincering included data development and testing of the Water Erosion Prediction
Project (WEPP) mode! for evaluation of feld hydrology end sediment transport under varying
agricultural practices, He is a registered professional engineer (civi) in California, Colorado, and
Idsho. Dr. Charles is also an affiliate faculty membet at Colorado State University.
Brendan Annett is a Staff Environmental Seiemist with MFG. He has considerable experience
with biological monitoring and babitat characterization in wetlands, streams, rivers, lakes, and
estuaries. He has worked on projects throughout the United States for university research groups
" and state natural resource managemeny agencies. He has experience working with coordinated
multiple stakeholder watershed planning programs, including the Oregon Coastal Salmon Restoration
Initiative. He coniributed 4o the evaluatior: of sedimentation and best management practices (BMPs)
for erosion control in the PSCW Assessment. He has assisted with ecolegical risk assessment in
wetland and terrestrial environments. He is currently assessing environmental information selated 1o

" natural resource damage assessment claims for a large watershed system in the northwestern U.S.
His responsibilities there include evaluating habitat relationships among aquatic species in that
watershed Mr. Annett regularly participates in the Panoche/Silver Creek CRMP and Westside RCD
meetings.

Maria Sonett is a Senior Staff Reclamation/Vegetation Specialist with MFG. She has extensive
experlence in restoration and revegetation of pative plant commmmnities, non-native species
management, rosion control, watershed analysis and mansgement, range management, developroent
of BMPs for erosion coatrol and plant community protection, and plant and soil conservation for

construction projects.  She has developed seeding mixtures and specifications, performed seed -

sampling tests, writtsn seeding coniract specifications, negotiated seeding contracts, worked as fisld
inspector, and acted as chief QA/QC revegetation coordinator/field supervisor on consiruction
projects for public and private clients, She has reviewed performance of small grade control
structures, provided design improvement recommendations, and developed small-basin BMPs for
erosion contro! and plant conmunity protectionr. She' has designed and completed native plant
restoraticn/range management projects for lands disturbed by fire, cohstruction, and mining; werked
with public and private clients to develop restoration goals and BMPs for sustainable plamt
commmnity management. Ms. Sonett provided range condition assessment and vegetative cormmunity
mapping, and proposed BMPs for upland and riparian habitat restoration and sediment tanagement
for recenit Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Assessment. She is registered as a Certified Professional

" in Erosion And Sediment Coutrol (CPESC), by the International Erosion Control Associatien and
the Soi} and Water Conservation Society.
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Panoche/ Silver Creek
Coordingted Resource Management and Planring

April 7, 1999
Renghers and
formera, lou! City of Mendota
elftaens Rosemary Ramirez
Broadview Witz City Clerk and Adminisieative Assigtant
Districe 843 Quince St,
Meandota, CA 93640
Buregy of Land
Management .
Dear M3 Ramirez:
Coel-Trans
_ On bohalf of ﬂ:e\\’esmde Resource Conservation District and the Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed
C;;g)&%:—n!; Coordinated R and Planning (CRMP?} program, I am writing to request the City
o Pater Resources of Mendota consideration and approval of a Jetter of support for the CALFED fimding application.
Cafifornia [ [ ———y f i
of Fish and Gane TheP Creek Watershed (PSCW) s located in both Fresno and San Benito Counflas, The
PSCW contributes large anioonts of Selenium, by way of erosion, sediment mavement and flooding,
City of Mendota to the alluvial fan, the sity of Mendota, the Mendots Pool and the San Joaguin River. This CALFED
. applicatien is to provide funding to pilot prejects that address this contamination issue. The projects
Caoperative that would be created range from re-vegetation along the ereek channel, to the ereation of vegetation

Extension Services

Envirgnmestiof
Agenicy

Sltration sirips to protect the siream channel frem fusther erosion, to site evaluations of erosion contrel
structures throughout the watershed to control the water flow. These projects will be implementsd and
monitored on a voluntary basis only, there are many landowners within the watershed that have

Firebaugh Canal
Water District
Fresno County
Department of
Public orks

Naturol Kesources
Conservation Sewvices

Private Clubs and
Organizations

Sar Benito County

Sar Benito Revource
Corservation District

Sélver Creek
Droinage Diswict
Lnitad Ste
Geological Survey

Weslands Water
District

Festside Resource
Congervation Djstrict

un interest in participating. The general budget of this grant application 3s $500,000 and wifl
be appllcd to the development and implementation of projects to decrease the erosion, sediment and
selenium conamination. There will atso be a monitoring program developed 10 assess the suecess of
the projects and apply adaptive management tgohniques to the Watershed Action Plan.

The Westside Resource Conservation Pristrict and the CRMP have been working together over the past
10 years to address these issues by including both agency and landownets in the project development
and decision making. This gt request provides a tremendous opporfuaity for the CRMP to move
towvards projects on the ground that would allow for some control over the contamination issue to the
Mendote Pool 2nd Sen Jusquin River. Tt is critical to gain control over the Selenium conamination
issue if there is ever 1o be & San Francisco Bay-Delta Solution. This letter of suppott will express the
Department's formal support for the grant request and the commitment to clean water for the Sun
Joaquin River.

Sincerely,

A
Nettie R. Drake, Coordinator
PanocheSilver Creek CRMP
29415 Rush Hili Rd.
Squaw Valley, CA 93675
spivelcomm.net
{559) 332.2837

cor P/SC CRMF $icermg Committes
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Panoche/ Silver Creek

Coordinated Resource Management and Planrning

Ranchers and
Formers, locel
citizens

Broadview Water
District

Bureau of Land
Management
Cal-Trans

California Depariment
of Waier Resources

California Depuriment
of Fish and Game

City of Mendata

Cooperative
Extension Services

Environmental
Profaction Agency

Firebough Canal
Fater Digtrict

Fresno County
Dy af
Public Works

Natural Resources
Coniservafion Services

Private Chibs and
Organtrations

San Benita County

Sen Benjfo Resouroe
Conservasion District

Sitvar Creek
Drainage District

United Siate
Geologloal Survey

Pestiands Water
District

Westslde Resourca
Conservaiion Dristeio!

Marck 29, 1999

Sen Benito County

Board of Supervisors
Richard Seagliotti, Chairman
481 Fourth S

Hollister, CA 95023

Re: Panoche/Silver Creek Wutershed CALFED grant application

Dear Mr. Scagiiofti:

This letter follows the Jammry newslzmer sent to you exprassmg the current projects the
Panoche/Silver Creek W her C: Planning (CRMP)
team is working on. To continne mﬂn our work, the CRMP, in conjunction with the
Wegtside Resoutce Consetvation District, is applying for a CALFED grant to Gevelop at
upper watershed lend mansgement plan, from the confluence of Panoche and Silver Creeks
1o the top of the Tiablo ridge,

I em asking for your and the San Benito County Board of Supetvisor's support for this
applicatior: and project. I will be submitting the application by April 13, 1999, W meat the
deadline. Thig grant would enable landowners and land managers in San Benito County o
Dbetter manage the patural resources on their property to decrease the amownt of erogien
along Panoche and Silver Creeks, thus increasing the weter quality throughaut the warershed
as well as the wildlife habitat,

Thank you for your support and interest in this project. If you would please forward a letter
of support to myself by April 10, 1999, it would be gremly appreciated, Please do not
hesitate to contact me at the below list numbers if you have any questions.

Netrie R.
Cootdinator

Panoche/Silver Creek CRMP
29415 Ruth Hill Rd.

Squaw Valley, CA 93675
nrdrake@@spiralcomm.net
(539)332:2837

(559) 332-9992 (fax)

c¢; PSC CRMP Steering Comimitice
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Panoche/ Silver Creek
Coordinated Rescurce Marnagermert and Planning

Ranchers and
famners, local

citizens

Broadview Water
District

Bureou of Land
Management
Ced-Trans

Cedifornia Depariment
of Water Resources

California Departrirent
of Fish and Gama

Ciity of Mendor

Cooperative
Extension Services

Environmenial
Proieciion Agency

Firebaugh Canal
Wawer District

Fresio County
Department of
Pubiic Works

Natural Resorirces
Conservarion Services

Private Clubs and
Organizations

San Benito County

San Betito Rescurce
Conservation District

Sitper Creek
Drainage District

United State
Geolegical Stirvey

Westlands Water
Districs

Wesiside Respuree
Conservation District

March 23, 1989

San Benlto County

Public Works Departmsnt
Debra Schwarz.

3224 Southside Road
Hollister, CA 93023

Re: Panoche/Silver Creck Watershed CALFED gramt application

Dear Ms. Schwarz:

Thia lmer follows the January newsletter sent toyou axpresau-lz the current projects the
PancchesSitver Croek Watershed Coordi Plmnirg (CRMP)
toam is working on. To continue in the our work, the CRMP, in conjusction with the
Westside Resource Conservation Diatrict, is app]ymg for a CALFED graut 10 develop ap
upper watershed land plan, from th of Panoche and Silver Creeks
to the top of the Diablo ridge.

T am asking for your and the 5an Benito County Board of Supsrviser’s suppont for this
application and project. [ will be submitting the application by April 13, 1999, to meet the
deadline. This grant would enabie landowners and land manegers in $an Benito better
manage the natural resouroes on their propesty to deorease the amount of erosion aleng
Panoche and Silver Creeks, thus increasing the water quality throughout the watershed az
well es the wildlife habitat,

Thantk you for your support and mrerest in this project. 1 you would please forward a lewer

of support to myselfby April 10, 1999, it would be greatly appreciated. Please do not
hesitate to contact me &t the below list numbers if you have any questions.

Squarely.

Nettie R. ¢
Coordinator -
Panoche/$ilver Creek CRMP
29415 Ruth Hili Rd.

Squaw Valley, CA 93675
nrdzake@spiralcomm.net
(559) 232-2837

{559) 332-9992 (fhx}

ce: B/SC CRMP Steering Commitiee
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Panoche/ Silver Creek
_Coardimzted Resource Managernerit and Planning

Ranchers ard
Jfarmers, local
cilizens:

Broadiview Water
Disirict

Bureow of Land
Management

Cak-Trans

California Deparment
af Water Resources

Callfornia Deporonent
af Fish and Game

City of Mendota”

Cooperative
Entension Services

Environmental
Protection Agency

Firehaugh Conal
Warar Districy
Frasno Caum);
Deparimsnt of
Pubitc Works

Matural Resources
Conseryation Services

Priveie Chabs and
Organizations

San Benite Coimiy

San Fenfio Resource

. Conservation District

Sibver Croek
Drainage Districy

United State
Geologion! Survey
Weéstlands Water
Disaier

Wessside Resource
Conservarion Disirici

April 5, 1999

The Hororable Sharpn Levy,
Chatrwoman

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare 5., Room 201

Fresno, CA 93711

Drear Suparvisor Lovy:

On hehulf of the Wesmde Remurce Conservation District ard the Panache/Silver Creek

and Planming { CRMP) program, I am writing
to request the Fresne County Board of Supervisors’ congideration and approval of a lstier of
support for the CALFED funding application.

The Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed (PSCW) is located in both Fresno and San Benito
Countics. The PSCW contributes large amounts of Selenium, by way of erosion, sedimeny
movement and flooding, to the alluvial fim, the city of Mendcta, the Mendoti Peo! and the San
Joaquin River. This CALFED application is 16 provide finding to pilot projects that address
this contamination issue. The prajects that would be eréatad range from re-vagetation along the
creek channel, to the creation af vegetation filiration sirips 1o pratect the siream channgl from

_fusthet erosion, 10 site evaluations of erosion control ughout the hed to

cantrol the water flow. The general budget of this grant application is $500,000 and will ke
applied 10 the development and implementation of projects to decreaze the erosion, sediment
and selénium contamination. There will alse be & monitaring pwgzam develupnd to assess the
success. of the projects and apply adaptive o Action
Plan.

The Westgide Resource Conservation Disirict ani the CRME have been working fogether over
the past 10 years to address these jssues by including both agency and landowners in the project
development and decision making. This grant reqoest provides a iremendous opportunity for
the CRMP to muve towards projects < the ground that would allovr for some control over the
contm ination issue to the Mendota Poo! and Saa Jorquin River. It is critical to gain control
over the Selenium contamination issue if there is ever to be a San Francisco Bay-Dela

. Salution. This resofution and letter of suppost will express the County's formal suppon for thie

grant reguest and the commitmans to clean waier for the San Joaguin River.
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Honorabie Supervigor Lavy
Payge 2
April 7, 1998

For mors information, 1 have enclosed the outline of the CALFED appﬁ::ﬁﬁn and more
information about the history of the CRMP. Thank you for yonr consideration te this
resolution and letter of support.

. Sipcerely,

i

Nettie R, Drake,
Coardinetor

Panoche/Silver Creek CRMP
26415 Ruth Hill Rd.

Squaw Valley, CA 93675
nrdrakefgspiralcomm net
(559)332-2837

¢e: PISC CRMP Steering Commities
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- Panoche/ Silver Creek
Coordinated Resource Managernent and Planning

Ranchers and
Jarmers, locul
chtizens

Broadview Water
Disirict”

Byreau of Land
Management

Cal-Trans

Callforsia Department
of Water Resources

Cailforntz Department
of Figh and Gome

City of Mendota

Cooperative
LExtension Services

Environmanial
Pratection Agency

Firebasgh Canal
Paier District

Public Works

Natural

April 7, 1999

Fresno Conoty

Public Works Departnent
Larolma imenez-Hogg, Director
2220 Tulare St., 7 Floor

Fresne, CA 93721

Dear Ms Jimenez-Hogg:

On behnlf ul‘the Westside Resource Conservation District end the Paricche/Silver Croek

dinated Resource b and Planing {CRMP) program, I am writing
to request the Fresno County Public Works Departinent consideration and approval of a letter
of aupport for the CALFED fimding application.

The Pamoche/Silver Creek Watershed (PSCW) 3s located in hoth Fresnp and San Benito
Counties. The PSCW coniributes large smounts of Seleninm, by way of erosion, sadiment

. movement and fiooding, 1o the alhviai fan, the city of Mendota, the Mendots Pookand the San
Jonguin River. This CALFED application is to provide funding to pllot projects that address

this contamination issue. The projects that would be treated range from re-vegetation along the
creck channel, to the creation of vegetation filtration strips to protect the stroam channel fram
further erosion, to sits evaluations of erosion control structures throughout the watershed to
comrol the water flow. These projects will be implemented and monitored om 4 volihary besia
cnly, there are many landowners within the watershed that have expressed an imterest in
participating. The general budget of this grant application s $500.000 and will be applied to

the dwclupmmxxnd implementation of projects to decrease the grosion, sediment and selenipm

Congerwtion Serviees

Private Clubs and
Orgenizations

San Benfto County

San Beriio Resource
Conservation District

Sitver Creek
Drainage Diserict

United State
Geological Survey

Wextlande Water
Disrict

Westslde Resource

Conservation District .

There will slsc be 8 monitoring prugrwm develnpedn 853033 the success of the
proj ects and apply edaptive B Action Plan.

The Wastside Resource Conservation District and the CRMP have been working tegether over
ke past 10 years to address these issuea by including both agency and landowners in the project
development and decision making. This grans request provides a iremendous opportunity for
the CRMP to move lowards projects an the ground that would sllew for some control over the
contamination issus to the Mendota Pool and San Joaquin River. It is ceitical to gain control
over the Selemium containatian issus if there is sver to be a San Francisco Bay-Delta
Solution. This letter of support will express the Depariment's formal suppott for the grant
request and the commitment to clean water for the San Joaquin River.
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Ms. Carolina Jimenez-Hogg

g
April 7, 1999

For more information, 1 have enclosed the outline of the CALFED application and more

information about the history of the CRMP. Thank you for your consideration 1o this letrer of

support.

Panoche/Silver Creek CRMP
29415 Ruth Hill Rd.

Squaw Valley, CA 93675
nrdrake@spirsleomon. net
(559) 332-2837

cc: PSC CRMP Steering Commities
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43000 W, NOHTHAWENUEI {209) 6501427 — B59-1428
FIREBAUGH, CALIFCRNIA 83622

Aprii 9, 1999

Westside Rescurce Censervatiaon District
Morris A. Martin, Manager

3763 E. Robinson

Fresno, CA 93726-5917

RE: - Fanoche/Silver. Creek Watershed CALFED grant letter
of support

Dear Mr. Martin:

This Letter is to follow up a regquest from the Pancche/
Silver Creek Coordinated Resource ¥auagement and Planning
group and yourself for a letter of support for the CALFED
grant application for the Pancche/Silver Creek Upper
Watershed Plan.

We understand thzt this project will further ewvaluate the
feasibility and implementation of projects as identified

in the Sedimentation Study recently completed in the
watershed to address the erosion and sedimentation concerns
within the watershed. Additionally, this project will
address the Selenium and other contaminant lcading te the
San Joaquin River and the Bay-Delta ecosystem.

We support this effort and leck forward to learning more
in the future about the success of the preject.

=

@noche Ginning Company

Continental Ginning Systems
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43040 North Averse, Firchangh, Ca 93622 (559) 659-2753 Fax (559 630-3147

Aprii 6, 1999

Westside Resaurce Congervation Disteiet
Morris A. Martin, Manager

3763 E. Robinsor

Fresno, Ca 93726-5917

Re: PanacherSilver Creek Wetershed CALFED grant letter of support

Deor Mr. Martin:

This letter is to follow wp a request from the Panoche-Silver Creek Coordi d R A and
Planning Group and yourself for a letter of support for the CALFED grant application for the
PanocheSilwer Creek Upper Watershed Plan.

We understand that this project will further evalunie the feasibility and implementation of projects as
identified in the Sedimentation Study vecently complated in the watershed ta address the erosion and
sedimentation concerns within the watershed, Addiionally, this project will address the Selenium and
other contaminant loading 1o the San Joaguin River and the Bay-Delia ecosysten.

We support this effort and loak forward o learning maove in the fiiture about the success of the profect.

Sincerely,

D

Mark H. Turmon
Blackburr Forming Company, inc.
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é %gamo Fanons, Tnc.

LDOUIS B. SOUZA
Prasidant

& APRIL 1590

WERTSIDE RESBOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT
MORRIS A, MARTIN, MANAGER

2763 E. ROBINSON

FRSNO, CA 93726-5917

RE; PANOCHE/SILVER CREEK WATERSHED CAL-FED GRANT LETTER OF SUPPORT

DEAR MR MARTIN;

THIS LETTER 1§ TO FOLLOW UP A REQUEST FRROM THL PANOCHE/SILVER CREEK
COORDINATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND PEANNING GROUP AND YOURSELF FOR A
LETTER OF SUPPORT FOR THE CALFED GRANT APPLICATION FOR THE PANOCHE/STLVER
CREEK UPPER WATERSHED PLAN.

WE UNDERSTAND THAT THIS PROJECT WILL FURTHER EVALUATE THE FEASIRTLITY AND
TMPLIMENTATION OF FROJECTS AS IDENTIFIED IN THE SEDIMENTATION STUDY
RECENTLY COMPLETED IN THE WATERSHED TO ADDRESS THE EROSION AND
SEDIMENTATION CONCERNS WITHIN THE WATERSHED. ADDITIONALLY, TIIS PROJECT
‘WILL ADDRESS THE SELENIEM AND OTHER CONTAMINENT LOADING TO THE SAN
TOAQUTN RIVER AND THE BAY DELTA ECOSYSTEM.

WE SUPPORT THIS EFFORT AND LOOK FOREWARD TO LEAR.N'ING MORE TN THE FUTURE .
ABOQUT THE SUCCESS OF THE PROJECT.

SINCERELY,

"
LOUTS B. SOUZA

2800 W, March Lana, Sulte 330 (208)] 4760002
Swckson, CA 85219 . Fax: [809) 478-1702
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s~ 'CITY of MENDOTA = =~

April 5, 1999

Mottls A. Martin, Manager

Westside Resource Conservation District
3763 E. Robinson

Fresno, Ca. 93726-5917

RE: Panoshe/Silver Cresk Watershed CALFED Chant Letter of Support
Dear Mr. Martin;

On behalf of the City Council of the City of Mendots, T am writing this lerter of support for your
CALFED Grant Application for the Panoche/Silver Croek- Upper Watershed Pian

We understand that this project wili Farther evaluais the feasibility end implementation of projects
&5 identified in the Sedimentation Study recemily completed in the watcrshed 1o pddress the erosion
and sedimentation concerns within the watershed. Additionally, we have been informed that this
praject will address the Selenium and other contaminant ioading to the San loaguin River and the
Bay-Deita ecosystern.

Wa suppott this gffort and look forward 1o leaming more in the furura about the success of the

project
(éw—

Bruce Barnes,
Toterim Ciiy Manoger

Sincerely,

[ Muayor Rasmussen & Councll members
File

643 QUINCE STREET * MENDOTA, CALIFORNLA D3840 » 559-658-3201. » FAX 1586854064
. E-mall: mendetagithegrid.net .
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BENI T iMUwn WPt v umiamee oloan FREING VUUNI T AEEEPITR R

Gounty of
p.:m-manREsN%:f L 0 S R _—
Sharen Levy
Boand of Superviscrs

Apris 14, 1980

Mr. {ester Snow, Director
CALFED Bay Dsita Program
1418 & Stragt, Suhe 165
Secramento, CA DEB14

RE: Pancche/Silver Creex Watershed CALFED Grant Application
Drear Mr. Snow:

On April 13, 1988 the Freano County Board of Supervisors took action o support the
CALFED grant appication for the PanccharSliver Creek Watershad Plan.

According to information providac by the Wastsids Resource Conservation Distriet, the
Panocha/Sitver Creek Watershad (PSCW) located in the countles of Freane and San
Benlte eontributes large amounts of sclenium by way of arosion, sediment movement
and fiooding to the aliuvia! fan, the City of Mendota, the Mendota Pool and the San
Joaguin River, Tris CALFED grant agplication is requesting funds for pilat projects that
address this contamination igsue. The projects that would be created include re-
vegetation along the creek channel. the creatlon of vagstation fitratlon atrips io protect
the stream channai from further eresion and site evaluationz of erceion control
structures throughout the watershed to control the water flow. This project provides &
tramandous oppertunity for the CRMP to pursue projacts that will allow far some control
ovar the contamination affacting the Mandcia Paol and San Joaguin River.

This lsttar axprasses the Courty's formal suppor for the grant application aubmitted by
the Wastside Resource Conservetion District and the Panoche/Siivar Greak Watsrshed
Coordinated Resource Managsmant and Planning Progrem and oommands thess
organizations for thelr oommitments to clean water Tor the San Joaguin River.

Sincerely

Sharon Levy, Che.
Freeno County Board of Sug

GROXRA4IUBEHMARIIN SUPPORT LTR

et Natie R Drake, Coordinator = Panocha/Siver Creek CRMP
Morris A. Martin, Manager = Wastslde Resaurce Consarvation Dlatrict

Tirgtn 300 / Hell of Recores / 2281 Tuiwre Street f Fresno, Califomie $3721.2158 / (208) 488-3531 / FAX 2094 4850820
Equal mploymant Opasauhity r ATiemative Azfian - Dikwibed Evalayer
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COUNTY OF SAN BENITO

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

481 FOURTH STREET, HOLLISTER, CALIFORNIA 25023-3840 . (B31} 636-4000 . FAX (831) 836-4010
RICHARD V. SCAGLIOTTI RICHARD B. PLACE RITA M. BOWLING ° ROMALD A. AODRIGLES ' BOB CAUZ
DISTRICT * DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT DISTRICT 4 DISTRIGT 5
April 7, 1989

Nettie R. Drake

Coordinator

Panoche/Silver Creek CRMP
29415 Ruth Hill Road
Squaw Valley, CA 93675

Dear Ms. Drake:

At the April 8, 1998 San Benito County Board of Sugervisor Meeting the
board unanimously voted to support your application for a CALFED grant to
develop an upper watershed land management plan, from the confluence of
Panoche and Silver Creeks to the top of the Diablo ridge. ¥We commend the
werk done by the Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Coordinated Rescurce
Management Planning team.

Thank you for your sfforte which will enakle landowners in $an Benito
County to better manage the natural resources on their property to decrease
the amount of erosion along Panoche and Silver Creeks.

Sinpersly, ’ )
W V. _»Jcaf.&ozz;b

e Sctas Chencikicel., ity (k.
Richard V. Scagliott], Chairman .
San Benite County Board of Supervisers

co: Charles McCuliough
sl
corraspo/drake dog.
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L OUNTY: O

Sui BN

3224 SOUTHSIDE ROAD
HOLLISTER, CA 95023-9174
821-637-5313 « Fax 831.637-9015

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

April 8, 1998

Westside Resource Conservation District
Morris A. Martin, Manager

3763 E. Robinsen

Fresoo, CA 93726-5917

Re. Paznoche/Siiver Creek Watershed CALEED grant letter of support
Dear Mr. Martin:

This letter is to follow up a request from the Panoche/Silver Creek Coordinated
Resource Management and Planning group and yourself for a letter of support for the
CALFED grant application for the Panoche/Silver Creek Upper Waliershed Plan.

We understand that this project will furiher evaluate the feasibility and possibility for
implementation of projects addressing erogion and sedimentation concerns within the
watcrshed. These concerns were identified in the recently completed Sedimentation
Study. Additionally, this project wikl address Selenium and other contaminant
toading (Mercury?) to the San Joaguin River and the Bay-Delta ecosystem.

We support this effort and look forward (o learning more in the future about the
©me ofj the project.

Rbb Mendiola
Director of Planning
County of San Benito

|-017037
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e et 1
it April 15, 1880

Me, Marris a, Martin

Hanager

Wantride Resource Conservation District
3873 E. Robinscn

Fresno, callfornia 33726-5517

Dear Morris:

Re: Pencche/Silver Crask Watershed CALFED drant

This lettar is in follew up te your raguast and ales the raguest
af the Panoche/Sllver Creck cosrdinated Resourca Management and
Plamning Group for a letter of support for the CALFED grant
appllcation for the Panoche/gilver Creek Upper watershed Plan.
It iz wy uwnderstanding that this project will further esvaluate
the feasibility and implementation of the projects identified in
the Sedimentation Study recently completed tc addreszs the srosion
and sadimentation concerne within the watershed. Additionally,
this project will address the selarium and orhar contaminants to
the San Joaguin River and the Bay-Delta eco-system.

I support this sffort and lock forward to lsarning more in the
futura about the guccess of the project.

iéfzéiztzflyp
CALVIN DQOLEY

cDrel Mexmber of Congrl@ss

Frinted on Rocyclsd Papar
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Talifornia State Senate Py
o T i maosen
R cEnATOR e A
SRy roihaToR ST

FIFTEENTH SENATORIAL DISTRICT

April 8. 1999

The Honorahie Richard Polanco
Chairman. Senate Budget Subcommittee 4
State Capitol, Room 313

Sacramento. CA 95814

Dear Senafor H

/
Tam writing in support 5f a budget request item being presented by Panoche/Silver Creek Coordinated
Resource Management and Planning (CRMP).

The funds appropriated tor this item would be used by CRMP to develop an upper watershed land
management plan, from the convergence of Panoche and Silver Creeks to the top of the Diablo ridge.
The landowners and land managers in San Beuito County require a development plan in order to better
manage the natural resources on their property to decrease the amount of erosion along Panoche and
Silver Creeks. Additionally. the plan will increase the water quality throughout the watershed as well
ay the wildlife habitat.

The CRMP is a worthwhile plan and very useiul to the residents of San Benito County. Assuch, 1
encourage the support of this item for approval by my colleagues.

Sincerely,

Bruce McPherson
State Senartor, District 15

Il —017039
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California State Senate

SENATOR
JIM COSTA
SIXTEENTH SENATORIAL DISTRICT

April 5, 1999

Mr. Morris A. Martin

Manager, Westside Resource Conservation District
3763 East Robinson

Fresno, California 93726-3917

Dear Mr. Martin:

Please accept this letter indicating my support of a $500,000 CALFED grant proposal put forth
by the Panoche/Silver Creek Coordinated Resource Management Project {CRMP).

The Panoche/Silver Creek. CRMP has done extensive research in conjunction with the McCulley,
Frick, Giliman Inc. engineering firm, and recently fisished a Sedimentation Study outlining the
sources of erosion and sedimentation. The CALFED grant would be used to fund eviduations of
projects designed to alleviate the erosicn dilemma and excess Selenium and other contaminant
loading into the San Jozquin River and Bay-Delta ecosystems.

1t is my hope that you give this application thounghtful consideration. The Fanoche/Silver Creek
CRMP has werked with me and my office on poessible selutions to the Weslside's reoccurting
flood problems. It is my belief that they are a productive and thoughtful organization dedicared
to meeting the needs of citizens and land owners in the surrounding area.

As always, if you have any guesticns or if 1 can be of assistance, please feel free to contact me at

myoffige.
€] 5
JIM COSTA

Member of the Senate
Sixteenth District

JCikle

| —01 7040
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STATE DF CALIFORMIA - BUSINESS, THAMSPURTATION AND HOUSING AGENGY GRAY DAV|S, Govamer
— —— e

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
1352 WEST OLIVE AVENUE
+ PO, BOX 12616
FRESND, CA 83778-2616
1D (559) 488-4066
QFFICE (569} 445-6004
FAX (55) 445-6377

April 8, 1899

Westside Resource Conservation District
Marris A. Martin, Manager

3763 E. Rokinson ’

Fresno, CA 93726-5917

Dear Mr. Martin:

This letter is in responss 1o a request from the Pancche/Silver Creek Coardinated
Resource Management and Planning group (CRMP) for -a letter of support for the
CALFED grant application for the Panoche/Silver Creek Upper Watarstied Plan.

Wa understand that this CALFED application is to provide funding for pilot projects that
address contamination, erosion, and sediment issuas prevalent in the Panoche/Silver
Creek watershed. The funds from this grant application will -be applied 1o the
develcpment and implementation of projects to decrease erosion, -sediment and
selenium centamination. A monitoring pregram is to be deveioped to assess the success
of the projects and apply adaptive management techniques to the Watershed Action
Flan.

We support this offort and ook forward to the success of the project.
Sincerely,
JE o i
# BART BOHN J

District Director
District &

I —017041
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Hollister Resource Area .
20 Hawnilton Court in Reply 7000
Hollister, Calitornia 95623-2525 Refer To: CA-19.36

Westside Resource Consarvation District
Morris A. Martin, Managar

3763 E. Robinson

Fresne, CA 93726-5917

Dear Mr. Martin:

This letter is to follow up on a request from the Panoche/Silver Greek Coordinated
Resource Management and Planning group and yourself for a letter of support for the
CAlLFED grant apalication for the development of a  Fanocche/Silver Creek Upper
Watershad Plan.

We understand that this project will further evaluate the feasibility and implementation of
projacts as identified in the Sadimantation Study recently completsd in the watershed to
address the erosion and sedimentation concemns in the watershed.

“Thank you for informing us of this project and we look forwarg to leaming more in the
fuiure about the success of the project. .

Sincerely,

eelael e, Ml

Robert E. Beshler
Field Office Manager

I —017042
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA — THE RESQURLES AGENCY GRAY DAVIS, Gaw:r}iur

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
SAN JOAQUIN DISTRICT

3374 EAST SHIELDS AVENUE

FRESNO. CA 93726-5213

April 6, 1999

Mr. Morris A. Martin, Manager

Westside Resource Conservation
District

3763 East Robinson

Fresno, California 93726-5817

Daar Mr. Martin:

This {etter follows a raquest from the Panoche/Silver Cragk Coordinated
Resource Management and Planning group and yourself for a ielter of suppert for the
CALFED grant application for the Paneche/Silver Cresk Uppsr Watershed Plan.

Woe understand that this project will further evaluate the feasibility and support
implementation of projects identified in the recently compieted study that addressed
erosion and sedimentation concems in the watershed. Additionally, this project should
lead to a reductien of selenium and cther contaminant loadings in the San Joaquin
Rivar and the Bay-Delta ecosystem. Because we belisve that thase bensfits will be
significant, we wouid like 1o express our supponrt for your grant application.

Thank yeu for informing us of this project, Wae look forward to future updates.

Sincersly,

;;Louis A, Betck; Chief
8an Joaquin District

cc:  Mrs, Nettie Drake

29415 Ruth Hill Read
Sguaw Yalley, Califomia 93675

I —017043
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S United States Department of the Interior

\wj BUREAL OF RECLAMATION
S A South-Central California Area Office
2666 N. Grove Industrial Drive
N REPLY Suite 106
— Fresna, California 93727-1551
SCC-111 -
ADM-13.00 APR 9 1899

Westside Resource Conservation Distriet
Morris A. Martin, Manager

3763 E. Robinson :

Fresno, Calilornia 93726-5917

Subjcet: Panoche/Silver Creek Walershed CALFED Grant Leiter of Supporl
Dear Mr. Ma.ﬂin:

This jetter is to follow up a request from the Panoche/Silver Creek Coordinated Resource
Management and Planning group and yourself for 4 letter of support for the CALFED grant
application for the Panoche/Silver Creek Upper Watershed Plan.

We understand thar this project will further evaluate the feasibility and impiementation ol
projects as identiticd in the Sedimentation Smady recently completed in the watershed to address
the erosion and sedimentation concerng within the watershed. Additionally, this project will
address the Selenium and other contaminant loading te the San Joaguin River and the Bay-Delta
acosystemn.

We support this effort and loak forward to leaming morz in the fature about the success of the
projscl, I you have any questions please call me at (559) 487-5286 or for {he hearing impaired
(TDD;) ai (558) 487-5533.

Sincerely,

£oM William H. Luce, Jr.
Arca Manager
South-Central California Arca Office

I —0170414
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United States Natural 4625 W.Jennifer, Suite 125
Department of Resourcas Frasno, CA 93722
Agriculture Conservation {209) 276 - 7494 -

Service 209) 276 - 1791 FAX

Data:  April 12, 1999

Mr. Morris A. Martin

Westside Resource Conservation District
3763 E. Robinson

Frespo, CA 93726-5917

RE: CALFED Grant Letter of Support

Dear Mr, Martin,

We are in suppert of the Panoche/Silver Cresk Coordinated Resource Managesment
Planning Group (CRMP) CALFED grant application.

The Panoche/Silver Greek CRMP has been waorking to reduce the erosion end
sedimentation within the watershed. Selenium and other contaminents fram this
watarshad impact the San Joaquin River and the Bay Delta ecosystem. In ~
Saptember of 1898, the Panoche/Silver Creek Watershed Assessment Report was
completed.

A CALFED grant is needed to further the feasibility and implemantation of Bast
‘Management Practices and projects identified: in the above report-

We support the P/SC CRMP efforts to obtain a CALFED grant and look forward to
working with you in the near future.

Sincerely,

EIN

‘Frank Menezes
District Consarvationist

atse Dopartmant ci Agricuicira UGDIA) protita dssrirainatin In e progrems cr tha Labis of 206, calor, patlanal odgir, uas, relglon, oge. dstiity.
Ao et oot a1 st a8 Arceler e gt £l el Corsns et s e e S vn aap TG o a1
Frogrem |nrnfmmun(hullll larig® prink, BUdOGaN, kol AMoUId COTRST the LISDIA Office of Commusiiaathons at {2021 7265081 weltel or 2021 726 7808 THGI
To fibe & sompaint, write the Saciataty o1 Apncultum, LS. Dlpmmlm of Agrienlturg, Washingean, 0.C, 20508, or el (202 T20-7337 (vaical or 1208) 7201127
(TDPI, USDA 15 2n squal amiplDymant opportunity &niloys
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TABLE 1. MONITORING AND DATA COLLECTION INFORMATION

contaminant loading
locally and in the San
Joaquin River system?

use nnd intensity field

reduction, and erosion

reviews; soil control. k ofa
and erosion estimation/ field BMP model to
measurement; and evaluate performance of
integrity, durebility, and | applicable BMPs aver the
performance of BMP lang tettn. Also,
struchmres visual and development of a
photo point observationa | wararshed BMP model
far assessing the

potential effects of BMP.
implementation on
downstream (San Joaguin
River) water quality.

Hypothesis/Question to Monitoring Parameter(s) | Data Eval Lol /Drata Pricrity
be Evaluated and Data Collection Approach
Approach
How substantial are the Continuous; Charcterization of High priority data to
contributions of sediment | Real-time precipitation, watershed hydrology and | provide actual data for
and selenium from the siream ‘gaging/flow, and | selenium movement definitive watershed
Panache/Silver Creek 0k} moisturs readings at | Suring runoff events evajuation of sediment
confluence area and telemetered sites through watershed model | and sefenum runoff
Silver Creck Drainage simulations along with evEnt Sources, as
during rainfallirunoff . Two to three events per di and seleni itored in streamfiow
events of various depths, | venr; loading calenfations for at selected upper
durations, and Acmal storm-event polential source arens watershad locations,
intensities? s ang seleni and the hed as a
- sampling of stream flow whale.
To what extent is the Annually: Additional on-going Moderata to igh pricrity
Panoche/Silver Creek Stream channel crogs- characterization of daa for additinal
¢onfluence area stream section surveys, along depositional, scour, characterizatien of
channel, and associated with a limited amount of | redistribution, and bank potential sediment and
terraces, a large on-going | setenium source instability areas to selesium source areas for
seurce of sediment and sampling for soils in determine areos of largest | the potential for
{possibly) seleniim? areas highly valnerabl di and seleni cantribition to long-term
10 erpsion sources in the erodible siream loading.
stream channel/tank
arcas.
How effective are a Two to thiee times per | Review of the High priority data for
variety of managemetit year: performance of BMPs for | evaluation of BMP
BMPs, in various settings | Vegstation/ground maintenance of performance and
of the PSCW, for percent cover tansect acceptable landscape development of the
reduction of runoff and measurements; grazing cenditions, runoff Watershed Action Plan,
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TABLE 2. TOTAL BUDGET

Task Direct Direct Service Maerial Mise., and Overhead Totat
Labor Salaryand | Contracts and other and Budget
Hours Benefits Acquisitio Direcr Tndirect
o Costs Costs Costs
Task 1 920 $45,900 | $1312,000 50 52,625 §11475 | $172,000
Task 2 6 5648 $35,600 £3,440 150 8162 $406,000
Task 3 100 $4,860 £105,000 $68,400 $325 $.1_,215 £180,000
Task 4 130 56,480 $304,000 36,900 $1.000 $1,620 $320,000
Task 5 32 §1,620 574,000 81,675 3300 $405 $78.000
’ Task & 32 - §1,620 $55,000 $675 $300 $405 $58.000
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TABLE 3. QUARTERLY BUDGET

Task Crarterly Quarterly Quarterly Quarterly Total Budgst
Budpet Budget Budget Budget

YEAR 1 Oct-Decds Jan-MarQQ Apr-Tund0 Jul-5ep00

Task 1 $17,000 £17,000 $13,000 $13,000 $60,000

Task 2 $40,000 50 £0 50 540,000

Task 3 $55,000 $40,000 $50,000 $35,000 $180,000

Task 4 $20,000 £15,000 $40,000 $45,000 . $120,000

Task 5 §¢ %0 50 8¢ 50

Task 6 $0 30 50 30 30

Total $132,000 $7L000 $103,000 $93,000 400,008

YEAR 2 Oct-Decl Jan-Mar01 Apr-Jun01 Jul-Sep0l

Task 1 515,000 315,000 $13,000 $13,900, 356,000

Task 2 50 50 80 $0 $0

Task 3 50 §0 $a 80 $0

Task 4 0 $15,000 $40,000 $45,000 $100,000

Task 3 $7,600 $15,700 $15,700 $0 $39,000

Task 6 50 30 510,500 $10,500 521,000

Total $22,600 $45,700 $79,200 568,500 5216000

YEAR 3 OclDecD1 Jan-Mar02 Apr-Jun02 Jul-Sep02

Task | £15,000 $15,000 £13,000 $13,000 $56,000

Task 2 $0 30 St 30 50

Task 3 50 $0 $0 30 $0

Task 4 0 315,000 540,000 $45.600 $100,600

Task 5 $7,600 $15,700 815,700 %0 539,060

Task 6 $5,500 53,300 $10,500 $15,300 $37,000

Total 525,100 §51,200 $79.200 $73,500 $232,000

Panoche/Silver Creck Watershed Management and Action Plan
CALFED Application, April 1999

—017053

20

[-017053



TABLE 4. SCHEDULE

Task Tusk Description | Activity Start Date Completion Pate
Task 1 Project Project Octd) Sepbz
m .
Task 2 Program startup | Startop au99 Decso
Task 5 BMP setup Conceptual design |~ Oct99 Mar0
) Test aren sefection Oce SeplD
BMP iest Dec99 Seph( -
. installation )

Task 4 Moritoring~* Precip gage rehab Oct99 Nov9e
BMP er0deling Jand0 Sepdl
Storm event Jan00 - Aprod
sampling - y7 1 .
Starm event JanQ1 Apr01
sampling - yr 2 :
Storm event Jan02 Apr(2
sampling - yr 3 :
Channel May00 Aygh2
meAaserenenta
BMP performance War00 Jund2

Task 5 ) Data evalvation Data evaluation Oetl - Jun0?

Task 6 Actian plan L Action plan Apr01 Sepl2

development development
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